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large number of people have worked very hard for their success. Among the
most distinguished pioneers of the Wells revival have been two members
of the Society whose deaths greatly saddened us during the last year - one
the founder of the H.G. Wells Collection at Bromley Library and a former
Chairman of the Society, the other a member of the original Wells Society
in the 1930s who continued to give many progressive organisations the
benefit of his creativity and wisdom for fifty years more. With respect and
affection this issue is dedicated to Bob Watkins and Peter Hunot.
M.D.

Leon Stover
H.G. Wells and The Sea Lady - A Platonic Affair
in the “Great Outside”?

An address to the H.G. Wells Society at a special meeting, Conway Hall, London,
16 July 1988.

The Sea Lady ' is not as lightweight a fantasy as announced in the subtitle: A
Tissue of Moonshine. Wells himself later explained that “it stressed the ha
incompatibi of wide public interests with the high, swift rush of
imaginative passion.” But then he adds, “- with considerable sympathy for
the passion.”?

The passion belongs to one Harry Chatteris, the nephew of an earl and
a candidate for Parliament. But he is led astray from his proper calling by
the magic beauty of the novel’s title mermaid, symbolic of the imaginative
passion versus public service; thence to be embraced by her and to be
drowned in the uncaring sea waters from which she came, going down, as
Wells relates, in “moonshine and death.” The cause of this he puts with
genuine candour: “ She drives Chatteris into a madness of desire for “other
dreams,” for a life beyond reason and possibility.”

This matches what the novel’s key character observes, a fellow politician
and cousin to Chatteris named Melville. It is he who provides the narrator,
the unspecified viewpoint character, with the substance of this tale.

During the story, it is Melville’s reluctant duty to tell the earnest young
Miss Adeline Glendower what went wrong with her engagement to
Chatteris. A Marcella type, she is not only his fiancée but his devoted
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