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Book Review: The H. G. Wells Reader: A Complete Anthology from Science Fiction to Social Satire, ed. by John Huntington (London, New York and Oxford: Taylor Trade Publishing, 2003). xviii, 478 pp. ISBN 0-87833-306-1 (pb). US$19.95. [By John S. Partington] 

In this anthology John Huntington has gathered together a sample of H. G. Wells’s fiction from 1894 to 1910. He has aimed to offer the reader excerpts from a variety of genres – science fiction, realist novels and short stories – in order to introduce Wells as an artist to a public rather more familiar with film versions of his works than with the works themselves. As a sample, the choices Huntington has made cannot be faulted. He includes excerpts from The Time Machine, The Wheels of Chance, The Island of Doctor Moreau, The Invisible Man, The War of the Worlds, The First Men in the Moon, The Food of the Gods, In the Days of the Comet and Tono-Bungay, as well as the full texts of The History of Mr Polly, ‘The Stolen Bacillus’, ‘The Triumphs of a Taxidermist’, ‘Æpyornis Island’ (erroneously referred to throughout as ‘Æpornis [sic] Island’) and ‘The Country of the Blind’. As the excerpts are often quite lengthy (including almost all of In the Days of the Comet), the $19.95 price tag is a real bargain for the curious reader. Although Huntington’s selection only extends to 1910, he makes it clear in his introduction that this is due to the fact that Wells’s art was perfected by that date, but also that the volume is intended to introduce readers to Wells in the hope that they will explore the later Wells as a result (as well as hopefully exploring the full texts of those excerpted in the volume). Although Huntington includes a nine-page general introduction, as well as a paragraph to introduce each text, this volume contains very little critical apparatus, and so it will be of less use to the student than to the general reader, especially as the general introduction simply glosses Wells’s life and career and would be inappropriate for citation in essays or dissertations. This, on the balance, is to be welcomed, however. We have received many critical texts of Wells’s works over the past 25 years (often 

[bookmark: _GoBack]pricey) and although these are a great benefit to those researching Wells, they rarely if ever reach out to those who have not read Wells before (the Everyman paperbacks in the UK and the Oxford World Classics in the USA exist as welcome exceptions, though the latter series is now out of print and the former is soon to go the same way). As a missionary Wellsian, Huntington is to be congratulated for this volume. 
There are a few negatives that need to be highlighted, however, in order to give a fair assessment of the book. First of all, the subtitle, ‘A Complete Anthology...’, is rather misleading as the volume only covers the first 16 years of Wells’s 50-year full-time writing career. Also, on its back cover, the book is referred to as ‘The first authoritative anthology ever compiled of the works of author and visionary H. G. Wells’. This is clearly not true, with W. Warren Wagar’s anthology, H. G. Wells: Journalism and Prophecy, 1893-1946, having appeared in 1963, and an earlier H. G. Wells Reader, with an introduction by Kingsley Amis, being published by Running Press in 1996. Although the back-cover blurb was possibly penned without Huntington’s knowledge or approval, there would seem to be no reason why these earlier anthologies should not have been listed in Huntington’s otherwise satisfactory concluding bibliography. 
In addition to these overstatements concerning the scope and originality of the book, there are a few minor errors of detail. Although the editorial hand was not overburdened in this volume, it has missed several minor typographical errors. Also, Huntington gets several titles wrong which he refers to in his introduction and bibliography. ‘Æpornis Island’ having already been mentioned, he also refers to an imaginary ‘Collected Letters of H. G. Wells (1992)’ when he clearly means The Correspondence of H. G. Wells (1998), while he calls ‘The Chronic Argonauts’, Wells’s predecessor to The Time Machine, ‘The Chronic Astronauts’ at one point! Later on he misdates Wells’s last published book, Mind at the End of Its Tether (1945), stating that it appeared in 1941. Given the readership which the book is intended for, these mistakes and typographical errors are clearly minor; they will not detract from the interest and wonder aroused by the stories reproduced and excerpted. However, for a Wells scholars of Huntingdon’s standing, they are rather embarrassing and unexpected. 
All in all, however, it is a treat to see a substantial volume of Wells’s work being produced at an affordable price. It is books like this, rather than the scholarly 

editions of Wells’s works or the critical readings of Wells’s life, work and thought, that will attract readers to take up Wells’s work. Once persuaded to take up reading Wells, then the scholarly editions and the critical interpretations will play their part. But Huntington’s volume reminds us that we must learn to walk before we can run, and his pitch to the ‘grassroots’ reading public is just what is needed at this time. 
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