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Lyman Tower Sargent

The Time Machine in the Devel
[0 ’
Social and Political Thought pment of Wells’s

A $ g S ‘e Seri 5
Ih a;n to Nl?]ggk_\t that we take seriously the idea that the later Wells emerged from
the the earlier one. On the one hand, there are many Wells; on the other haf;(l there

is one Wells, and I want to focus on the one rather than the many.

My argument is 2lls spent his Lif i [
T} gument is that Wells spent his life trying to fend off the future described in Tt
ime Machine. At times he is o i ‘ "
chine. At times he is hopetul; at times he nearly despairs. And, of cours
ends in something that at leas ) - o coure, b
‘ o g that at least approaches desperate. Quite a few commentators
ave argued that it is the inevitability of i .
3 v of evolution leading somethi i
degencrate human race that is found i 3 : g J semcling ke e
: ; 3 is found in the future of The Time Machine, or, as n
it, the death of the human or, some writers indi th e e
: ' , some writers indicate, the death of Wells that one can
see throughout his writings. But while I think there is room for such 1l
8 it . s such essentially
sych rpre ] i ;
psychological interpretations, | find them ultimately unconvincing.  Whil f]
; b : . \ - . = ’ ' ¢
;tcrpmtatmn.s help us illuminate areas of Wells, I am unconvinced beca I think
that any readi “Welle’s life . "
at any reading of W 1ls’s life must conclude that he finds nothing inevitable. He i
constantly tryi shake people i ; N o ity
ntly trying to shake people up, organize change, poi w di i
e e : g ge, point a new direction. And,
] L etimes people listen and sometimes they do not, and Wells knowi
how important w > is saying is : i ’ - .
I vhat he is saying is - after all the future of humanity rests on it%

alternates between great optimism and profound pessimism

I ] B rq e The Ti ] i o » 3 - - h ;
n what lO]l()V\ S, [ use The Time Machine to set t]l{. stage, so to SIH." ll(, bt cau think it
(JOLX but then I go on to ]O(J at I)Dlh how Wells T I t ; at t 1( llSLlJI [ “)L
tt l\ ells tried to ensure th t h 1
ime Machine wc C | E ot )
/. WO not hap])en 'lﬂ(i l'liS mtens i S ne T >
I } d d g nse frustration as h[ 2C ¥
1 - e . § reco ﬂlZLd that L'.-IC}I
S atten E) S was 1ing outri ’ht or {)I'Il i Partia“ / P i 5 é.
1 t 1! fé] ] ¥ g Y y or tem Oran]\-’ succee {lll 5. Ina
sense | use h( loi aml the M S as a S8 : .
, I ()I‘l()Cl\.' as metapl s f ol i
E P hors for LXP]()I’[I] WL“ 5 :ncia| :md

pnl]t]('al thoughl‘ and I find their trail everywhere

Warren Wag: i
> ‘]]— 1as 3 . » 23 b s “
e I.PL' has neatly put Wells's position: “In the extension to social problems of
scientific spiri > spirit of e i : . -
e ] : t, the spirit of experiment, clearheadedness, intellectual honesty
erly thinki > -ed his F : l
e \ : ‘111 llllg he placed his desperate hopes for the salvation of the specic s':’
The phrase “his desperate hope for i e s
a pe for the salvation of the species” i
e rate i pecies” may strike some as
y matic, but it is my position that Wagar has it absolutely right, and th
$ abs 3 , and the

futures of The Ti
S 0 e Ti Sahe S 1 3
ime Machine are scenarios of one alternative of what will happen if
appen il we
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