Lou Pidou — plus us!

the evenings, monogrammed cigarette in hand, musing on the ideas that would become
The Open Conspiracy and The Science of Life. Those words have long since been housed on
library shelves, but a new family, etrangers like Wells and Keun, have entered Lou Pidou
to share its history and keep its spirit alive. Lou Pidou has aged well, and though it is no
longer Wells’s house, as long as he is remembered, it will remain his home.
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Reviews
Travels with a Morlock

Stephen Baxter. The Time Ships.
Harper Collins, 1995. 455 pp. £15.99

“Will he ever return?” One cannot choose but wonder, as the narrator says at the end
of The Time Machine. The Traveller departs for the second time with indecent haste,
barely a night’s sleep separating him from the rigours of his first voyage. Has he gone
forward to one of the technologically advanced nearer ages, or is he stranded on
some plesiosaurus-haunted Oolitic coral reef in the distant past? Since Wells never
showed the least interest in writing a sequel, it has been left to other writers to
answer our impatient questioning. Among these are at least two members of the H.G.
Wells Society, David Lake with The Man who Loved Morlocks and now Stephen Baxter
with The Time Ships.

In Baxter’s novel the Traveller once again tells his own story, beginning with the
“noises of a Richmond morning” and the bath and breakfast provided by his house-
keeper Mrs Watchett. With the bacon and sausages still heavy on his stomach our
hero is off again, determined to gather more evidence to prove his time-travelling up
to the hilt, and anxious, if possible, to rescue the abandoned Weena. But it soon looks
as though it will not be possible, for he finds himself travelling into a different future
from the one he encountered on his first voyage. As he launches into an apparently
never-ending series of time journeys, he has to face the truth that he himself has
changed history, and inaugurated a different time-stream, by the very fact of travel-
ling in it. This means that he can never return to any of the times he has previously

visited — or can he?

Such is the basic concept of Baxter’s novel, in which the Traveller goes forward to a
world of super-intelligent, space-colonising Morlocks, backward to the Palezocene
(with brief stops in 18991 and 1938), forward again to a non-human information-
technology civilisation which manufactures the time-travelling mineral “Plattnerite”
in industrial quantities, and backward to the birth of the universe. The Time Ships as a
typical modern science-fictional blockbuster is the current equivalent of the Victorian
three-decker — a huge, complicated “time-ship” compared to Wells’s bare framework

of a novella. Luckily, this elaborate tale is powered by some of the same magic sub-
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