both "The Star' and The War of the Worlds of Wells's faith in the resilience of
humanity and in the ability of its technologies to survive catastrophes of
apocalyptic proportions do not eclipse the fact that the overwhelming majority
of both texts remains focused on humanity's need to comport itself with greater
humility, and to recognise that its technological achievements never legitimate
the prideful behavior in which it indulges.

Additionally, the fact that Wells uses the verb 'scorched' to describe the
actions of his cyclists at the end of The War of the Worlds suggests that Wells
intends these cyclists to signify that the humans who were spared the Martian
onslaught have not been chastened and have not learned much by way of
meekness. The verb 'scorched’ would have been a loaded word for the
contemporary Victorian reader, for 'scorchers' was a derogatory term used often
at this time to refer to cyclists reviled for their reckless and dangerous high-
speed racing through crowded streets. It was, in short, a term synonymous with
brash and boorish cycling practices. As one contemporary writer put it, by way
of maligning the scorcher: 'The scorcher sees little, hears little, and is conscious
of little but the exhilaration of the moment. [...] Scorching is a form of bicycling
hardly to be commended.”™ Put simply, the scorcher is a representative of that
type of human being Wells's novel has been condemning throughout its pages:
the prideful person living only in the present, and one behaving with complete
self-interest and disregard for the welfare of others. Granted, Wells's 'scorchers’
could be said to be doing something praiseworthy and for the common good in
his depiction of them. They are, after all, doing the important and surely
appreciated work of delivering the news of the Martian defeat. However, the
verb 'scorched' here still suggests there is something unsavory about the way the
cyclists are going about doing their work of proclaiming this news. They are
still riding, it seems, in a manner suggestive of self-importance and of swagger,
and not at all in way indicative of having learned profound lessons about how to
comport oneself with greater meekness and humility,

This essay has argued that the references to the bicycle throughout The
War of the Worlds play a fascinating and integral role in the work's overall
attacks on human arrogance. Through the novel's repeated references to humans
being made to feel vulnerable, insignificant, and subjugated during the course of
the Martian invasion, it is clear that Wells employs his text to castigate humans
for believing that their recent technological successes guarantee them continued
supremacy over the earth., As Mclean puts it, the novel undermines such a
belief in human supremacy by showing the reader that 'viewed from a cosmic

¥ Maria Ward, Bicycling for Ladies (New York: Bretano's, 1896), 79. For more on “scorchers,” see Ritchie,
137; Smith, 183-203; and Norcliffe, 181-187. For another Victorian-era description of “scorchers,” and of how
detested they were by people like the police due to the cyclists’ aggressive riding style that often harried other
road users, see the 1896 essuy by Stephen Crane entitled 'New York's Bicycle Speedway' in The Literary
Cyclist: Great Bieycling Scenes in Literarure, ed. James E. Starrs (New York: Breakaway Books, 1997), 255-6.
In this piece, Crane clearly uses the verb “scorched” 1o refer to cyclists known as scorchers: “When the scorcher
scorches beyond the patience of the law, the bicycle policeman, if in sight, takes after him” (256).
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heavyweight scientific periodicals. Himself an exceptional product of the first
prising open of educational opportunities from the rigid mid-Victorian class
system, Wells's unpatronisingly 'broad brow’ approach (as he termed) -
sometimes prophetically insightful, at others wider of the mark — would
galvanise successive generations of a new mass-readership on all kinds of
topical issues, through the proliferation of new popular publications from the
1890s onwards.

The compilers have arranged their materials specifically to highlight
Wells's longer-term relationships with particular newspapers and periodicals,
some of which are still publishing actively. Precisely because so many others
are now consigned to the archive, each is painstakingly identified and given
insightful historical context in a special Descriptive Index provided by Mike
Ashley, which forms an important historical gateway to the volume. Preceding
the main annotated bibliography, there is also a chronology of published
collections of Wells's articles and short stories, as well as of pamphlets and
letters. The main annotated bibliography is augmented with an appendix of
more than 300 'Conjectural Items', listing unsigned articles in which Wells's
distinctive stylistic or thematic 'fingerprint' has been speculatively detected,
albeit not conclusively authenticated. There are separate appendices of Wells's
reported public speeches and interviews, as well as a non-exhaustive, but
nonetheless richly varied appendix of miscellancous news items about Wells,
his works and opinions. A double index, by title and general subject, completes
the apparatus. There are forgivably rare mismatches between bibliographic item
numbers and entries: e.g. 1417, indexed with the intriguingly supernatural title
‘Communism and Witchcraft', turns out to be listed as 'Olive Branches of Steel:
Should the Angels of Peace Carry Bombs', advocating militant Post-Great War
disarmament. However, it has to be noted that some descriptions of items are
fuller and more informative than others, although this isn't always based on their

potential significance: e.g. the 1934 New Statesmen serialisation of Wells's
conversations with Stalin are oddly not described in any detail at all.

The sheer heft of this volume reflects the temporal and planetary scope of
its subject matter. It will be an invaluable resource and guide, not just for
current and future Wells researchers and lay enthusiasts for his work, but for
anyone interested in key political, scientific and cultural controversies from the
late-Victorian period through the first half of the last century and their on-going
consequences for our own age. Most of all, it furnishes a permanent foundation
for challenging more selective and decontextualized representations of the
development of Wells's thought (exemplified by the 'gotcha’ scholarship of John
Carey's 1992 The Intellectuals and the Masses) in properly balanced and

historically nuanced ways.
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