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THE TIME TRAVELLER:
THE LIFE OF H.G. WELLS
by Norman and Jeanne MacKenzie

Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1973, 487 pp., 46 illustrations. £5.95

This is the first full-length scholarly biography of Wells to appear since his
death, and the first to make extensive use of his unpublished private papers.

Devotees of Wells will find it a highly readable, indeed fascinating, account of
his life and background -- the kind of book which can be read not only once but can
be returned to again and again. It is in no sense a critical biography : there is little
attempt to discuss Wells’s contribution to English literature or to assess his
achievement as a thinker and polemic. It is a straightforward account of his life and
times, illuminated throughout by penetrating insight and lively scholarship.

The MacKenzies are particularly skilful in tracing the sociological background to
the various phases in Wells's career : his birthplace at Bromley; his student days at
the Normal School of Science:; his encounter with the Fabian Society: his role in the
First World War; and so on. At each stage in his life he is placed in the context of his
times against the backcloth of his contemporaries in the world of literature and
ideas.

Tono-Bungay (in my view a sadly neglected work) receives a warm tribute

from the MacKenzies: “With Tono-Bungay Wells reached the peak of his career
as a novelist. All the earlier books led up to it and the later ones away fromiit......of all

his novels, it was the epitome of Wells"’.

Some readers, perhaps, may prefer more analysis of the writings as distinct
from the life -- but that may be asking for too much. Certainly there is a need for a




