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38. For example, see Gregory Benford’s Jupiter Project (1975 and 1980) for pre-
and post Voyager descriptions of that planet.

The Wheels of Chance
H.G. Wells. London & Melbourne (Dent) 1984, £2.50.

The Everyman’s Library edition of Wells’s bicycling romance of the 1890s has been
reissued with a delightful introduction by Bernard Bergonzi. Of The Wheels of
Chance, Bergonzi says that “Wells skilfully encloses one literary genre, the
picaresque adventure, in another, the bleakly realistic novel about humble
existences”. As for its hero, the irrepressible Hoopdriver, “In every sense we stay
with him throughout the book, cheerfully moving on, covering the ground,
pedalling forward in pursuit of fresh adventures”.

PP

A New Volume of Wells’s Autobiography

H.G. Wells in Love, edited by G.P. Wells, is described as “an autobiographical
memoir of astonishing force and candour, which the author knew to be
unpublishable in his own lifetime.” Together with a new edition of the two volumes

of Experiment in Autobiography, H.G. Wells in Love is to be published by Faber &
Faber in September.
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