Even further into the realm of fantasy, the theme ‘Dr. Who and the Martians’
produced some enthusiastic accounts of the famous time-traveller’s visit to Mars
and provided the opportunity for some affectionate parodies. We finished with some
acrostics, of which these are examples.

Masses of mangled mortals scattered

Around the pit where the cylinder fell.

Red eyes glaring, searching for life,

Tentacles trapping unfortunate victims,

Indigo light burning the headlands.

A gripping fear takes control ...

Never to see normal life again.

Militant Martians raid our Earth,
Attacking all they see,

Roasting heat rays burning,
Transforming all to ashes,
Immune to any counter-attack
And void of any remorse.

No sense, no pain, no feeling,
Suffering, sadness ... then silence.

Magnificent metal machines with
Articulated arms above.

Rising high over the rooftops, the new
Terrestrials from outer space.
Intelligence so far advanced, so
Accurate their minds.

No human can compare with them,
So Earth must be doooomed.

Wells, Ford and Toro-Bungay
M. S. Ray

It is well known that Tono-Bungay (1909) contains a vicious caricature of Joseph
Conrad, who appears in the figure of the captain of the Maud Mary, a Roumanian
Jew accused of incompetence and bribery.! It does not appear to have been
previously suggested, however, that the character of Pollack, who is also present on
the Maud Mary, bears a certain resemblance to Ford Madox Ford. It would not
perhaps be surprising if Wells’ novel were to juxtapose portraits of the two men in
this way, since Wells, as he remarks in his autobiography, first met Conrad “in
association with Ford Madox Hueffer and they remain together, contrasted and
inseparable, in my memory.”2 Pollack, who accompanies George Ponderevo on the
quap expedition, is described as “one of those tall blond young men who smoke pipes
and don’t help much™, which recalls Wells’ portrait of Ford in Experiment in
Autobiography as “a long blond with a drawling manner”.*
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Tono-Bungay was published serially in the English Review, its first instalment
appearing in the first issue of the new journal in December 1908. Ford was the
founder and editor of the English Review, but Wells had been very much involved in
the journal's affairs from the earliest discussions in January 1908. Indeed, the
original agreement between Ford and Wells was that the latter would act as joint
editor and provide half the capital of £5,000, but Wells very quickly decided not to
undertake these responsibilities, an abdication which Ford was later to regard as
treacherous. It is interesting to conjecture whether Tono-Bungay, which Wells
completed writing in the Spring of 1908, contains some oblique references to Wells’
dealings with Ford in the matter of the English Review a few months l)fg’flore.
Ponderevo’s original partner in the quap episode had been Gordon-Nasmyth,:an

Ponderevo tells us how ‘

We found that Gordon-Nasymth, still unaware of the altered value of
the stuff, and still thinking of the experimental prices of radium and the
rarity value of cerium, had got hold of a cousin named Pollack, made
some extraordinary transaction about his life insurance policy, and was
buying a brig. We cut in, put down three thousand pounds and
forthwith the life insurance transaction and the Pollack side of this
finance vanished into thin air, leaving Pollack, I regret to say, in the
brig and in the secret.®

Wells here seems to be attempting to transfer his own guilt about his dealings with
the English Review onto Ford. Wells dealt rather shabbily with Ford during the
initial negotiations for financing the review, breaking his promises and leaving
Ford to provide £2,800 of the capital.® In Tono-Bungay, however, it is Pollack/Ford
who deals shabbily with Ponderevo, leaving him to provide £3,000. The reference
to the insurance policy may be a barbed comment on an article written by Arthur
Marwood, who stepped in to finance the English Review after Wells withdrew.
Marwood’s article appeared in the first issue of the Review and was entitled

“Actuarial Scheme for Insuring John Doe against All the Vicissitudes of Life”.”

Ponderevo’s feeling of having unnecessarily made Pollack a partner in the quap
episode parallels Ford’s feelings towards Wells over the English Review; as Ford
was to say in a letter to Mrs Wells in January 1909, “I regard myself as being
responsible for having introduced into the affairs of the Review a person whom 1
ought to have known, & indeed did know, could hardly be expected ever to keep to
his engagements”.? In the same letter, Ford outlines his version of the Review’s
origins:

Last January Wells asked me to start the Review, saying that Tono-

Bungay was not marketable & the Review would advertise him & do

him good. His proposal was that he should share in the Editing & bear

halfthe cost. A little later in conversation he said — I use his own words

— that he wanted to back out of the Editing & that he felt like a worm

for deserting me. I agreed to his backing out of the Editing. A week later

he said that he desired to back out of contributing to the cost of the

Review & that once more he felt like a worm.?

If Wells did indeed feel ‘like a worm’ about his behaviour towards Ford, this may
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