



















EDITORIAL
This year’s Wellsian sees the entries for the inaugural Giles Hart Prize (see details of next year’s competition below). The winner is Steve Ellis’s essay on ‘H. G. Wells, World War II and the New World Order’. The judges commented that of the entries, ‘this is the one that breaks new ground in Wellsian studies, turning our attention to Wells’s neglected late works and offering considered analyses of novels such as The Holy Terror and Babes in the Darkling Wood in relation to his non-fiction works of the time such as The Fate of Homo Sapiens. We feel this is a worthy winner and would like to encourage more entries that depart from the most familiar (and by now very well researched) parts of the Wellsian canon.’
 	Also commended is Genie Babb’s  ‘H. G. Wells in the Borderlands’: ‘an elegant, ingenious, and original account of Wells’s use of contemporary psychical research in the short stories “The Crystal Egg” and “The Plattner Story”’. This issue also boasts Deaglán Ó Donghaile’s valuable placing of The Invisible Man in the context of late nineteenth-century anarchism and revolutionary politics, and Steven McLean’s learned investigation of Wells’s indebtedness to, and important departures from, the work of Herbert Spencer. It is especially pleasing to me to see four such strong essays that place Wells in the history of nineteenth- and twentieth-century thought. 
The Giles Hart Prize 2013
	The H. G. Wells Society is pleased to announce the Giles Hart Prize, in memory of the Society’s former chairman, for an essay that makes an outstanding contribution to Wells studies. The prize will be awarded to the piece of work on Wells submitted to, and published in, the 2013 issue of The Wellsian the annual, peer-reviewed, learned journal of the H. G. Wells Society. 
Papers concerning any aspect of Wells’s life and work are invited. Possible themes might include: Wells’s science fiction; Wells and the novel; Wells, utopia, politics and the World State; Wells and science; Wells and his contemporaries; Wells and gender; Wells and the Empire; Wells and the history of the book. Essays should not exceed 6,000 words including all footnotes and should not have been previously published. Please see the Wells Society website, and refer to recent issues of The Wellsian, for style guidelines; work presented at a low standard will not be considered for the prize. Essays should be submitted electronically, no later than 31st March 2013, to s.j.james@durham.ac.uk. The value of the prize is £250.00. The committee of the H. G. Wells Society will judge the competition, and runners-up will be published alongside the winning essay in The Wellsian. The competition excludes individuals serving on the Executive Committee of the H .G. Wells Society. 
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