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Gene Rinkel
The H. G. Wells Archives at Illinois: Developments in Preservation and Access
[An Address to The H. G. Wells Society Annual General Meeting, Conway Hall, London, 16 June 2001.]
***
I. Introduction

It is a great pleasure and honor to report to the Annual General Meeting of the H.G. Wells Society on the present status of the Wells Archives at Illinois. I have prepared a few comments on developments in acquisitions, preservation and access to the collection. Over the years I have had the opportunity to discuss with Wells scholars many areas of research and ways the archives might be approached to efficiently mine its treasures.
It has been highly rewarding to meet and work with some of the most dedicated professionals in my thirty years on the faculty of the University of Illinois, more than fifteen years as Curator of Special Collections. The Wells Archives is perhaps the most notable of the collections under my care in terms of the demands, but the exciting discoveries and some of the greatest rewards of being a librarian have come from my association with members of the Wells Society and users of the archives.
I reflect with admiration and respect on the scholarship of an almost endless procession of visitors to the archives during the years of my responsibility for improving the collection, 
preserving and making it accessible to a continuously growing number of users. To attempt to  list them here would require more time than we have today and doubtless result in overlooking
some scholars present that have more in depth knowledge of your areas of specialization than I could discover. Be assured that we at the Archives always welcome comments for improving the description and contents of the Collection.
What is the place of the Wells Archives among “Special Collections” at Illinois? The Rare Book and Special Collections Library (RBSC) is one of nine divisions of the largest state supported library, the third largest academic library and the fifth largest Library (including the New York Public Library and the Library of Congress) in the United States. The “special” collections unit housed in the Rare Book Room and Special Collections Library of the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, is part of the “Special Collections Division” that includes the Rare Book Collections, Map and Geography Library, Illinois Historical Survey, John Philip Sousa Archives and the University Archives.
As you would expect, I will focus my remarks on only the Rare Book and Special Collection Library that acquires, catalogs, preserves and provides access to over 100 named “special collections” including the H. G. Wells Archives. Specifically I will focus on recent developments in preservation and service.
To place the Wells Archives in perspective you would need to know something of its size and use in relation to other collections. While not the largest in cubit feet, the H.G. Wells Archives holds 125 cubit feet of correspondence and documents, 250 linear feet of books and is the most widely consulted among the collections. This demands the daily efforts of a dedicated staff to maintain and provide service for almost weekly requests from researchers. Many such requests relate to the 70,000 letters to Wells from other literary figures (Bennett, Shaw, Conrad, etc.) spanning more than half a century. Compared with other noteworthy collections, it falls within the size of the papers of Illinois poet Carl Sandburg measuring over 500 cubic feet and 300 linear feet of books. Ranging within these two collections are the letters of Marcel Proust, the papers of a dozen veterans of the Spanish Civil War, the Baskette Collection of Intellectual Freedom, the papers of William Maxwell, literary editor of the New Yorker for 40 years, and those of William S. Merwin, Pulitzer prize winning poet now living in Hawaii.
How were the Wells papers acquired and how has the collection grown? Contract provisions of the original purchase of Wells materials in 1954 furnish the historical context and help to explain how the material came to be deposited at Illinois. That question is one of the most frequently posed by those surprised at finding this treasure in the middle West. When 

Anthony West used the Archives for his research on Aspects of a Life in 1983, he examined the faded photographs and noted that “The faded sepia prints of the photographs he [Wells] took then are now to be seen in the library of the strangely remote University in the heart of middle America where the bulk of his private papers came to rest.” These faded photos served to remind Anthony, when he viewed the lines in his grandmother’s face, “cold lines of an implacable visage” and her “appalling fabricated diary” which he saw as reflecting her “devoutly cherished hatred that had been the hard core of her marriage.” Perhaps the artifacts will not substantiate all such theories of interpretation of H. G. Wells. Yet they continue to be a valuable resource of Wellsian research.
Most of you would recall the story of Gordon Ray’s interests as chair of the English Department at Illinois and his role in persuading the University Library to acquire the archives primarily for his personal research and incidentally for the use of other faculty and graduate students in related disciplines at Illinois. When he learned from the executors of the Wells estate that the family was offering the papers for sale, Professor Ray was able to convince the Research Board of the University, his colleagues in the English Department and Robert Bingham Downs, Director of the Library, that the offer to purchase this collection should be pursued.
The contract of sale of the first major collection of Wells materials came about in 1954 between the trustees George Philip Wells, Frank Wells and Marjorie Stewart Wells as the Executors of the estate of H. G. Wells and the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois. Four additional major purchases have been made during the past 45 years in addition to numerous small purchases of several items at a time. These scattered acquisitions have been cumulated in a database that we presently call Wells-9, reflecting, I suppose, the optimism of saving the numbers 2 through 8 for future expansion.
As I have noted, the original purchase was negotiated through the initiative of Gordon Ray and the dealer Bertram Rota for the Wells family. Bertram Rota, Ltd., Bodley House, Vigo Street, London, W. I., England, was assisted by his son in listing the contents of the collection. Robert B. Downs signed the Contract for the University of Illinois. Among the witnesses were E. M. Edwards, P. B. Medawar and S.S. Koteliansky.
The Terms of Purchase, couched in the usual legalese, withheld at that time, included: 1) letters from Henry James to H. G. Wells, 2) “Certain reserved material [about 500 letters] of a private nature,” and 3) “Those business records currently in use by Mrs. Wells in administering the estate” with a provision, “should the retained materials ever be considered free for disposal, 




‘they will be offered first to UNIVERSITY, for sale to UNIVERSITY at a price and under terms to be mutually agreed upon.’”
“This clause shall also apply to any other letters, papers, documents, books, manuscripts, photographs or other material of like nature bearing on the life and work of H.G. Wells, which may after the date of this contract come into the possession of EXECUTORS and be available for sale.”
Most of these materials have since been added.  The latter two categories were among the Wells 2 materials purchased in 1991 through Bertram Rota’s son Anthony. The University was offered the opportunity at the time of purchase to make photostats or microfilms of portions of the “withheld materials” for future reference use. 

II. Holdings in the Original 1954 Acquisition

The original inventory of the collection was identified as Schedule A, a list of the major groups of materials and items of significance which would hopefully persuade the University to make what was considered an unusually large purchase by the Library.
While many of you have examined the wealth of material in the archives, I shall briefly summarize for those who plan to visit and examine them at first hand. The contents of the family papers originally sold to Illinois consisted of:
A. 50+ major manuscripts with drafts and incomplete manuscripts of major books in various stages of writing, revision, proofing, etc.;
B. 50 early manuscripts and others totaling more than 150 whole or partial fragments of manuscripts, corrected typescripts of short stories, articles, lectures, and his juvenile cartoon strip, a manuscript of over 100 pages, The Desert Daisy;
C. Family correspondence and other significant groups of correspondence with close friends;
D. Groups of autograph letters from major literary correspondents: Gissing, Henry James, Edmund Gosse, W. E. Henley, E. V. Lucas, J. V. Milne, G. B. Shaw (75 plus 24 from Mrs. Shaw), etc.;
E. Letters to the Press, press cuttings, newspaper clippings, etc. 


F. Miscellaneous documents and photographs: 86 investments and contract notes, alterations to Easton Glebe, the Lady Warwick lease, Crewe House and Fabian Society papers. Other miscellaneous documents include Wells’s Passport, his father’s death certificate, birth and marriage certificates relating to the families, an inventory of the contents of 97 and 113 Chiltern Court, copy evidence in the Deeks case, telegrams, Sarah Wells’s diary, over 100 letters of congratulation on Wells’s 70th birthday, bank pass books, insurance receipts, his Diploma of D. Litt & D. Sc. (London), 7 address books and 50+ pocket diaries,.
G. From Wells’s personal library the File Set of his works (nearly 1000 volumes), collected works and many revised and (168) inscribed volumes with shelf marks. To these we have added over the years at significant cost many editions, pamphlets, signed copies, translations into various languages, and special formats representing the publishing history of the novels. Of special interest to me are the 45 copies inscribed to his wife Jane with “picshuas.” The value of the Wells papers has steadily increased. One annotated copy of The War of the Worlds was recently purchased for the archives in the five-digit figure. (A recent mint condition copy of a novel has an asking price of $28,000.)
The description of the collection for sale as reported by Bertram Rota was useful in negotiating the original purchase of the materials by Illinois. It may also provide incentive for personal visits by scholars. Rota found the preparation of his report on the 1954 contents of the H.G. Wells Archives “…one of the most fascinating tasks imaginable, for I have the sense of having watched the personality, mind and achievement of a great man build up from countless clues into a realistic whole… Nearly everyone, it seems, wrote to Wells: writers like Gissing, Conrad, Shaw, Bennett, Galsworthy, Chesterton, Baring, Barrie, Hardy, Henley, Hueffer, Milne, Ezra Pound, Joyce, Kipling and many more: politicians like Winston Churchill, Sidney and Beatrice Webb and Lord Beaverbrook…”
Rota also noted some of the additional groups of letters (10,000 letters from 3,000 other correspondents) and significant collections of letters from publishers. Rota’s analysis concentrated on a few of the significant groups of correspondence. The total count was more than 60,000 letters to which have been added over the years another 10,000. For a statistical summary analysis of quantities of the correspondence from individuals and publishers, I would refer you to the folder level reports from the Access Databases of the Archives. It is interesting to observe that more than 3,600 are represented by only one single letter each.
Among the major additions since Wells-1 (1954) are the Wells-2, Wells-3, and Wells-9. Bertram Rota’s son, Anthony, catalogued and offered Wells-2 for sale 37 years after the 



original purchase. I recall both the thrill of anticipating the material and the challenge of convincing the University Librarian, members of the English Department, Graduate College funding sources and members of a consortium of support from the State of Illinois to purchase this long awaited material. These papers, withheld in 1954, make the previously acquired material even more valuable to scholars.
An inventory of the Wells-2 lists the following:
1. A manuscript—the Postscript to Experiment in Autobiography
2. The previously withheld “skeleton correspondence”
3. Two unpublished film scripts—”Whither Mankind” and “The Stolen Body”
4. Business letters from H.G. Wells to Marjorie Wells
5. Letters from H.G. Wells to Moura Budberg
Seven thousand letters of business correspondence with foreign publishers, 3,000 pieces from translators with 1,500 typed carbons, many of these letters annotated in Wells’s hand, supplement the correspondence with major publishers included in Wells-1. Other groups of significance in Wells-2 are the Trotsky File (correspondence and petition for Trotsky’s entry into England), letters among the family and Rebecca West, miscellaneous photographs, drawings and memorabilia. 
The Wells-3 addition, purchased in 1989 from Anna Jane Kennard, include several hundred letters from Amber Reeves and 80 leaves of manuscripts, among them leaves from “The New Machiavelli.”
Wells-9 consists of nearly 500 individual purchases over the space of thirty years. Significant among these are letters of Enid Bagnold.

III. Preservation Activities for the H. G. Wells Archives

When Leon Stover and Patrick Parrinder visited Illinois to prepare the NEH exhibit, “Reality and Beyond,” they viewed the family documents, clippings and miscellaneous artifacts, some of which were then in temporary locations. Professor Stover was then moved to describe them in a subsequent article as “fluvial deposits.” It is with considerable satisfaction I can now report that with the help and contributions of others, particularly Bill Henderson, former Preservation 


Librarian at Illinois (whom I followed as “Acting Preservation Librarian for over two years while continuing as Curator of the Wells collection), the needed changes have occurred. These materials have been further processed for archival preservation by a devoted staff I have assembled as a special team in the “Special Collections Unit” of the “Rare Book and Special Collections Library.” Together we have continued to improve the housing, preservation and access to the archives during the past decade.
In 1954 a designated room for the Wells collection had been arranged in the English Departmental Library, providing only limited preservation for early direct use and handling by scholars. The constant growth of the collection resulted in further difficulties maintaining order and security while extending wider access for scholars during personal visits to the archives.
In 1964 a move into a new wing of the Library and the move of the materials to the Rare Book Room increased security and improved quarters for servicing. By 1985 a move into air conditioned light, heat and humidity controlled high security quarters provided increased environmental monitoring and controls. This environment was further developed during the 1980s. We are currently implementing an evaluative report, seeking to further upgrade and monitor this space.
In 1985 pieces of correspondence, first in bundles, later in light wrap-arounds, were easily misfiled when one folder accidentally dropped into another during refiling. These were re-inventoried, moved into archival approved acid free folders and housed in filing cabinets. Manuscripts requiring careful maintenance of original order were meticulously recorded leaf by leaf and also transferred into new archival containers.
By far the major project in preserving the archives resulted from an NEH grant to microfilm brittle books, a project I supervised over a three-year period. The Wells publications incidentally fall into the prime target area of highly acidic papers needing preservation. Approximately 800 titles and 900 volumes of Wells books were microfilmed using three generations of film: 1) an archival copy stored underground in Pennsylvania through cooperative arrangements with other U.S. Libraries, 2) a master print copy from which user copies are made, and 3) a catalogued copy directly accessible to users. The photographs were also re-housed in specially designed archival enclosures. The photographs are consulted through a “finding” aid instead of being handled personally by browsers. Equipment for scanning of photographs and electronic delivery has been acquired. Procedures are still in development.





The NEH grant for microfilming, implemented over a three year period, not only provided filming but protective enclosures for the original copies of the brittle books to preserve them for their value as artifacts.

IV. Access and Finding Aids for the H. G. Wells Archives at Illinois

The major finding aids have been the traditional paper files accessible only in person and at a few remote locations. The G. K. Hall catalog of Susan Shattuck’s handwritten cataloguing and content notes of the letters, Volume II of the Catalog of the Rare Book Room, University Library, University of Illinois (G.K. Hall & Co., Boston 1972), Volume 2 of a Supplement 1978, and various lists and inventories used by the staff in locating materials are in the process of conversion to electronic files.
Microsoft Access databases with searchable fields are now available for all Wells files. (See samples of uncorrected printouts.) The Wells Archives is also searchable by sub-collection so the user can focus on any one format of material (books, periodicals, pamphlets, manuscripts, photographs, etc.) with folder number, number of pieces and location in the archives. Users can search by sub-collection to focus on any one of the four major groups of acquisitions without duplicating their previous research.
The correspondence is arranged alphabetically but can be sorted by correspondents, from, to, dates and location. Reports of the contents can be produced for a range of dates or by sections of the alphabet. Subject topical access is limited but a search of the notes by keywords results in a list of correspondence by content as well as by writer, recipient, dates and the number of items from corporate and individual correspondents. The database also provides a range of library control fields for purposes of inventory, acquisition history, processing records and preservation. Additionally, reporting the quantity from each correspondent gives a measure useful to scholars in determining whether to travel to examine the entire file in person. Further subject queries are being added for Web access.

V. Current Services to Improve Access and Procedures for users:

A. Maintaining preservation and access




Several steps are taken to maintain preservation of the materials while providing access to the Wells collection:
l) Purchasing from the current market occurs on a regular basis; 
2) Housing, preparing access and staffing during the last 47 years for international scholarly use has been a high priority among the collections; 
3) Reference service provides information on holdings — letters, photographs, manuscripts, editions, translations, and criticism; 
4) Reproduction services for scholarly use (photocopies, photography, microfilming, facsimile, scanning and other forms for remote delivery of content) are limited only by the format and condition of the material while copying is done or arranged for by RBSC Library staff; 
5) Assistance is given for visitors using the Archives in person. 
Because of limitations of staff and resources, certain services may not be available. While we welcome and encourage personal visits, the staff can provide only limited assistance for travel arrangements, accommodations or housing for visitors. With advance planning we will always attempt to be of help in these areas. Too, there is limited assistance with copyright procedures and permissions to the extent of available information. The University of Illinois does not provide research grants or funds for scholars as is sometimes done by private institutions.
What, then, are the procedures for obtaining service? In the past this depended entirely on one or at most two individuals knowledgeable of the collection. Susan Shattuck, assistant to Gordon Ray, was followed by the University Librarian’s office staff and Dean R. B. Downs. Users were later assisted by English Librarian Eva Faye Benton and the Rare Book Librarians Marion Harmon, Mary Ceibert, Louise Fitton and Frederick Nash.
When I joined the Rare Book Room staff in 1985, I participated fully in orientation and reference services for using rare books as well as for Special Collections. Increasingly my activities have concentrated on manuscripts. As Curator of Special Collections I have devoted most of my time to Wells, Sandburg, Merwin and other notable archives. Only recently have I acquired the able help of technical assistants Mary Burkee and Madeline Gibson along with the clerical support of Rebecca Wright and student assistants.




B. Services and Procedures for Requesting

In answering requests for reproductions, copying, photographs and scanning the Rare Book and Special Collections Library must depend upon the services of the general library, the Business office, Mailing and Shipping, Interlibrary Loan, the Campus Printing division, and other campus services. This unwieldy division of labor functions, requiring interaction of the several departments of the University is endemic to a large system’s efforts at efficiency and often results in delays beyond the control of staff who correspond directly with users.
For copyright permissions there are few restrictions, but emphasis on access worldwide, moving from the days of access to “qualified scholars,” has expanded to faculty, graduate students, undergraduates and the general public. Providing information on permissions, identification problems, and information about photographers holding copyright is limited. Many “snapshots,” for example, are unidentified except as from personal family holdings. Permissions from Wells’s correspondents must be sought from their heirs or assigns and not requested through A. P, Watt. Ltd., the Literary Executor.  An on-line “Watch File” at Austin, Texas, maintained by the Harry Ransom Research Center is often helpful. The Web, of course, is useful for contacts with publishers who may also provide information on copyright.
To expedite service phone calls should be supplemented with as specific a request as possible through letter, email or fax to assist in tracking the progress of a request through the several layers of bureaucratic procedures. The next best thing to arranging a visit to the archives personally is contact by email which allows for quicker turn around and a clearer understanding of requests, a procedure that will provide efficient personal attention. (Telephone numbers, email and fax numbers with specific persons to address follow at the end of my remarks.)

C. Copyright and the Permissions to Publish

The original contract provides that copyrights remain with the executors and the executors agree to “inform UNIVERSITY of the extent and limitations of any such rights they possess and to give information they may have concerning persons holding copyright and to cooperate with the UNIVERSITY in securing permission for UNIVERSITY, its officers, agents, 

employees, servants and students, to publish any of the material contained in said ARCHIVES, either commercially or otherwise…”
For permissions to publish the contract states that “EXECUTORS will not unreasonably withhold permission to publish any such items, materials…where such publication shall be of a scholarly nature based on research concerning these and other materials, and not a mere commercial publication of hitherto unpublished works of H.G. Wells, without fee or charge in respect to such publication.”
“EXECUTORS further will not unreasonably withhold permission to UNIVERSITY, its officers, agents, employees, servants and students, to publish any such item, materials or materials as a collection or collections, or separate publication, of works, letters, or manuscripts of H.G. Wells, upon payment of royalty of 15% of net receipts…or a proportionate amount less than 15% if the works of other writers are included therein.”
Among recent publications crediting the archives are:
1) The Smithsonian Institution (April 2001);
2) A Napierville, Illinois Press, Sourcebooks, Inc., The Complete War of the Worlds; Mars’ Invasion of Earth from H.G. Wells to Orson Welles (2001); edited by Brian Holmsten & Alex Lubertozzi. It includes an audio CD of the original radio broadcast of 1939 and a report of a meeting and discussion between Wells and Orson Welles of the panic which ensued.
3) The monumental publication of the correspondence of H.G. Wells, edited by David C. Smith with consulting editor Patrick Parrinder, (Pickering and Chatto, London, 1998), in four volumes, is a milestone in the widely cooperative efforts of making the contents of the Wells Archives at Illinois available to scholars worldwide.

D. Past General Use and Exhibits

Reference service at the RBSC Library for Wells Archive continues with almost daily reference requests, weekly substantive research requests and frequent requests from scholars for permissions to publish materials. Exhibits play their role in promoting the archives. Occasional local exhibits within the RBSC Library feature the Wells materials, for example, “H.G. Wells and Prophecy, the anniversary of his prediction of 50 years into the future. “The Cyberspace Exhibit” sponsored by the U. of I. Computer Center on the occasion of the anniversary of




Arthur Clarke’s mention of the birth of Hal, the first computer at Illinois. In 1986 “Reality and Beyond,” the Pinkston, Stover, and Parrinder NEH grant funded a traveling exhibit in cooperation with public libraries in Illinois. Other exhibits of materials in addition to small local exhibits of portions of the collection includes one by David Smith at Orono, Maine, with selected items borrowed as part of the exhibit in addition to items from his personal collection. 

E. Future Improvements to Remote Access

Plans are currently under development to improve services in the future:
1. Making content description available on the world-wide-web using recently adopted standards for Encoded Archival Description (EAD) written in XML that will allow for interoperability among archives. This will provide web access to an hierarchical description of sub-collections and formats, scope and access terms and procedures for using the materials in order to aid the remote user in making informed queries of the databases. 
2. The scanning of photographs and manuscripts on demand: with newly acquired equipment the staff is experimenting with timely improved delivery of images in combination with email, fax, telephone and letters.
3. The WWW and future potential possibilities: If “the contemporary form of the World Brain is the information superhighway” we know as the Internet, the individualism, cultural relativism and apparent anarchy indicate the need of experts, including documentalists, librarians, and other information specialists. At present the “World Brain” bears only a passing resemblance to what has emerged from the tangle of the Worldwide Web. The Web has yet to distinguish between data and knowledge. The use of Encoded Archival Description (EAD) holds promise of ameliorating the confusion by establishing a common language and standards. But for now remote access to the intellectual content of the collection remains a utopian dream.

For Assistance with the Special Collections at Illinois

BY MAIL:
Rare Book and Special Collections Library




University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
1408 W. Gregory Drive
Urbana, IL 61801

BY PHONE:
Tel. +(217) 333-3777 or +(217) 333-8126
Phone calls requesting information from the collection or reproduction of materials should be followed by letter, email or fax. For mailing copies additional billing information is required.

BY FAX:
Tel. +(217) 333-2214

BY EMAIL:
A. General Assistance with Library policies and procedures:
Jane Somera, Library Operations Assistant 
Tel. +(217) 333-3777
E-mail: somera@uiuc.edu
Barbara Jones, Head -- Rare Book and Special Collections Library
Tel. +(217) 333-XXXX or 333-3777
E-mail: jones5@uiuc.edu

B. Personal help with the Wells Archives and databases:
Gene K. Rinkel, Curator of Special Collections
Tel. +(217) 333-8126 or +(217) 333-3777
E-mail: g-rinkel@uiuc.edu
Madeline Gibson, Library Technical Assistant
Tel +(217) 333-8126
E-mail: mjgibson@uiuc.edu




[bookmark: _GoBack]
IN PERSON:
The Rare Book and Special Collections Library, Room 346
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
1408 W. Gregory Drive
Urbana, IL 61801

WEB SERVICES:
1. RBSC Library Home Page: http://www.library.uiuc.edu/rbx/
To return correspondence by Writer or Recipient with inclusive dates and number of letters for each file:	a) Click on Special Collections
b) Scroll down to Wells
c) Click on Search the “H.G. Wells Correspondence”
Or:
a) Click on Databases
b) Scroll down to and click on “H.G. Wells Correspondence”
c) Scroll further down to a search form and fill in “From” and/or “To”

2. University of Illinois Library General Reference Services: http://gateway.library.uiuc.edu/ and try “Ask a Librarian.”

In addition to specific services provided by the Rare Book and Special Collections Library, general reference to the University of Illinois Collections is provided by the General Reference Department of the University Library. Email contact on the Web will result in a personal response or a referral to special areas of the Library holding the materials. 
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